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PEOPLE v. LARRY FLYNT
1st Amendment: Free Press

Larry Flynt, Editor and Chief of Hustler Magazine, on several occasions pushed the interpretation of the First Amendment to the limit on the question of obscenity and libel. Answer the questions below and be prepared to discuss the constitutional questions regarding “free press” following the video.

CASE 1: Obscenity


(Notice the Miranda Rights- they will be important when we talk about the 4th Amendment.)

· Do you agree with the prosecution’s argument that the community should set its own standards? Why or why not?

· Is Larry Flynt’s lawyer’s argument (stating that although we live in a free country we have to tolerate things we may not agree with) justified? Why or why not?

Case 2: Community Law Cannot Sell Pornographic Magazines

The result of Case 1 was later overturned. Flynt then challenged a new law that outlawed the sale of pornographic material in Lawrenceville, Georgia.

· George Orwell: “If liberty means anything, it’s the right to tell people what they don’t want to hear.” What if we didn’t have these basic heritage principles? Would we really no longer be free? 

Case3: Prior Restraint (CBS & John Delorean Video)

(Years later in the early 1980s, Flynt called CBS News to report a drug deal involving cocaine possession and sale.)

· Why does this case deal with prior restraint?

· How is freedom of religion demonstrated?

· What other press freedom is Flynt trying to protect for the press?

· Should Flynt have to reveal his source of the video tape? Why or why not?

Case 4: Libel and Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

(An ad is found that claims that Reverend Jerry Falwell had an improper relationship. Flynt is in jail for contempt of court from the previous scene. Falwell is suing Flynt for libel for $40 million.)

· Why is the claim of libel thrown out?

· Do you agree with the results in the first case?

· Take notes on the Supreme Court’s procedure for hearing a case.

· Why are famous figures allowed to be open to criticism by the public?

· What public purpose does the Hustler article have?

· Why does the 1st Amendment have to “protect a scumbag” like Flynt?

· What was the final decision? Do you agree? Why or why not?

