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AMENDMENT RIGHT: PRAYER IN SCHOOL IN MARATHON?
Thomas Jefferson said  that the Establishment Clause was intended to erect a "wall of separation between Church and State."  In 1962, Engel v. Vitale Government-directed prayer in public schools violates the Establishment Clause even if the prayer is denominationally neutral and students may remain silent or be excused from the classroom during its recitation.
In Wallace v Jaffree, the Supreme Court's extended the Establishment Clause jurisprudence that the Constitution forbids not only state practices that "aid one religion . . . or prefer one religion over another," but also those practices that "aid all religions" and thus endorse or prefer religion over nonreligion. Yet under extraordinary circumstances is this desired?  Until, 1962 kids began the day in most public schools across the country without harm.  Is there a middle ground?
Marathon- Marathon is usually a close knit town.  Unfortunately, things have not been going well during the last year for Marathon.  A murder of one of the high school students has taken place.
1) Your son also goes to the high school.  As a parent and judge how do you react to possible prayer in the school?

A) Group Answer:

Justification:
B) Harry Edward’s Decision:

Justification:
2) What if the community is almost all Christian?  As a school board member how would you vote as to whether there should be prayer in the school keeping in mind that this may bring the community together?

A.) Ms. Hufstedler’s decision:
Justification:
A) Mr. Nelson’s decision:

Justification:
3.) Is there anything wrong with the following statement being read at school in memorial to the slain student?
“Oh mighty god.  We acknowledge our dependence on thee and beseech you to bless the life of the deceased in the name of Jesus Christ.”
A) Your Group’s answer:

Justification:
B) Mr. Neal’s Decision

Justification:
C) Ms. Kiernan’s Decision

Justification:
What bothers her?
4.) If you are a parent in the community and the school board decides that it will allow the moment of prayer but allow students to get out of the service with a note from their parents, what would you do/say?
A) Group answer:

Justification:
B) Ms. Kiernan’s Decision

Justification:
C) Ms. Baker’s Decision (ACLU):

Justification:
D) Federal Judge’s Decision (Merhidge):

Justification:
5.) What if the school board says they’re going to have a moment of silent prayer?
A) Group answer:

Justification:
6.) Can Congress pass a law that limits the courts from hearing cases involving voluntary prayer instituted by a legally constituted school board?

A.) Why?

B.) Is there anyway in which Congress can try and overrule the court system?

