
Davey Econ/Gov AP Film Permission Slip
After the AP Exam I’ve decided to focus the remaining time in class on a discussion of civil rights in America. To lead off the discussion we will watch either, Blindspotting or Just Mercy. Since our school suggests a parental permission for your student to view movies that are used in our curriculum, or that are selected by our teachers, which are rated PG-13 or R.  There is a brief description of the films below.  Please let me know if you approve of your son or daughter watching this in class.            

Blindspotting, directed by Carlos Lopez Estrada (2018) Rated R, (Rotten Tomato score 94%)

Blindspotting is a mature indie dramedy about how two friends in Oakland -- one black and one white -- are affected by race and gentrification. As timely as it is overall impactful, Blindspotting blends buddy comedy with seething social commentary, and rises on the strength of Daveed Diggs' powerful performance. Common sense media says that this film should be age 15+ and “Blindspotting is the kind of film that provokes hours of conversation. Only masterpieces and memorably terrible movies do that, and this film is the former.”
Just Mercy, directed by Destin Daniel Cretton (2019) rated PG-13, (Rotten Tomato score 85%, audience score 99%)
After graduating from Harvard, Bryan Stevenson heads to Alabama to defend those wrongly condemned or those not afforded proper representation. One of his first cases is that of Walter McMillian, who is sentenced to die in 1987 for the murder of an 18-year-old girl, despite evidence proving his innocence. In the years that follow, Stevenson encounters racism and legal and political maneuverings as he tirelessly fights for McMillian's life. The film valuates the death penalty in the USA in conjunction with poverty and race by following Bryan Stevenson’s launching of the Equal Justice Initiative. 
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