
Indian Imperialism?  Positive or Negative?



Positive Negative
With the spread of imperialism and colonialism , foreign powers 
took an interest in India and thus introduced new means of transport  
and communication. Modern technology and education were also 
introduced.  It set a social framework in place that has provided 
education and health care for many of its' people. It has also had 
(limited) success in overcoming the caste system and ending the 
practice of infanticide (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Infanticide#India_and_Pakistan). Imperialism also provided a 
framework for the government to move toward a free society 
without falling into communism. All of the above has made India 
one of the fast growing economies in the world, thus better able to 
support themselves.  

Imperialism drained India's wealth. It 
destroyed India economically and 
politically. India became dependent due 
to imperialism. It destroyed India's 
handicraft and small scale industries. 
The imperialistic powers treated India as 
a place to extend their power.

When the British colonized India they built 40,000 miles of railroad 
and 70,000 miles of paved roadway. As a result the British made it 
much easier to travel across India. Another good affect that the 
British had on India was the jump in agriculture, through large scale 
irrigation works. About 30 million acres were put into cultivation. 
Industrialization had also begun. Because of all these reasons 
almost no famine existed in British colonial India. The English also 
built many institutions in India and setup a productive government. 
"They have framed wise laws and have established courts of 
justice"

Prior to Britain colonizing India there 
were many more divers skilled labors. 
Such as shipbuilding, metalwork, 
glassblowing, and paper making. With 
the break up there was a noticeable rise 
in the unemployment India.
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What are the negative effects of imperialism that Nehru points out?__________________________ 
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