Adolf Hitler and the Creation of the NSDAP

Task 1: Speculation and truth about Adolf Hitler:

Skim the BBC iWonder Page: https://www.bbc.com/timelines/zsmm6sg and take notes regarding your thoughts
on the development of Hitler’s political and personal values here:

Review Task: to be read before you complete this section, but to be completed at the end of this
section.

This section will mostly deal with the Nazis after Hitler is out of prison in December
1924. The party had been banned until 1925 and while it continued to exist under
another name.

The party was officially re-founded on 27 February 1925 and Hitler wrote a lengthy
editorial for the Vé/kischer Beobachter with the heading ‘A new beginning’.

When this section is completed, come back and compare the situation of the Nazis by September
1929 to their position in February 1925.

Situation of the Nazis in February 1925 Situation of the Nazis in September 1929

e The party was split into different factions
who disagreed over a variety of different
issues.

e There were particularly splits between
the different wings of the party- those
who were nationalist and those who were
anti-capitalist.

e Membership was in decline.
e The party structure was disorganised.

o There were various high ranking members
of the party who could challenge Hitler’s
leadership.

Task 1: Strategy and Leadership
a) What does the following quote from Hitler demonstrate about the change in Nazi Policy in 19247

We shall have to hold our noses and enter the Reichstag against the Catholic and Marxist deputies. If
out-voting them takes longer than our shooting them, at least the result will be guaranteed by their
own Constitution! Any lawful process is slow.

b) Why do you think that Hitler has made this choice?
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Nazi Book Burning *
Mary Heaton Vorse

The Nazis crushed all opposition. Press and radio were
permitted to voice only the party line. Many opponents of
the regime fled the country, and many others were seized in
the might and taken to internment centers—the forerunners
of the dread Nazi concentration camps. Any who would not
actively follow the party line had to face the terror of the
SS, the Nazi party army. Hitler was determined to gain
control over the minds of the people. In May, 1933, thou-
sands of books comsidered subversive by the Nazis were
burned in fires that raged throughout Germany. Mary
Heaton Vorse, an American correspondent, gives her reac-
tions to the book burning. -

" Enormous trucks are drawn. up in a wide half-circle around the fire.
From the trucks the literature is handed out and passed, chain fashion,
‘ &om ‘hapd to hand until it reaches the fire. . ’

The boys pass'along‘ the proscfgbed literature without stopping. One

boy stands knee-deep in magazines and pamphlets and gives armfuls to
the waiting boy who passes it to the next one. Another boy, tired angd
sweating with his efforts, makes himself comfortable on the stack of

magazines and pamphlets as if it were a haymow. The fire is burning 5
little better. ‘
And now, borne high on the hot column of air, are unburned leaves

of books. Bright as fire they mount upwards, farther and farther they

soar, high above the blaze. One page goes on and on; it mounts bright

and defiant as if it said, “You can’t burn me. You can’t burn thought.”

Far in the air flickers the unburned page—a symbol of the uselessness of
the bonfire below. '

You cannot burn thought, but you can inhibit it. You can get youth to
burn the best of the living authors. It is a sorry sight after all. It is not
even a great spectacle. This is one of the times the Nazis muffed it—
masters of pageant as they are. Someone complains, “This should have
been an awe-inspiring funeral pyre. It should have given the appearance
of lightning having come down from heaven to strike pornographic and

Marxian books.”

But it is only a rather second-rate bonfire. There isn't even much
enthusiasm among the students. No cheering. The boys passing books
move as though they were doing something all in the day’s work. The only
truly dramatic thing was the high-floating, derisive leaves which have

proved themselves imperishable.

Students in Nazi uniforms approach the microphone and tell which

books they have burned. Each proscribed author has been assigned to a
student to be cast into the flames. '

“I have burned Thomas Mann because his thought was un-German
and enfeebling—against the spirit and the Third Reich,” intones an un-

prepossessing young man.

It is midnight already and Gobbels' voice, incredibly magnified, blares
down from a balcony. We can see the slender little man talking, but I
can make out only a few familiar clichés about the “uprooting .of the
subversive Jewish thought which has been poisoning our people” and how
the true German spirit will rise phoenixlike from the flames. The funeral
pyre which has had cast info it so much beauty, so much thought, and

_ which has unconsciously consumed science, philosophy and literature, is

burning low. . .
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Mein Kampf

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITY
Chapter 28, Section 1

Directions: Read the information below. Then refer to it and your textbook to

answer the questions.

In his book Mein Kampf, Adolf Hitler outlined his
philosophy and ideas for Germany’s future, including
his plan to conquer much of Europe. The beliefs that he
expressed in his book helped lead to World War II.

One way that Hitler incited the German people was
to remind them of the terms of the Treaty of Versailles.
As a result of the treaty, Germany lost the coal- and iron
ore-rich European area called Alsace-Lorraine; its
African colonies, which included Namibia and Tanzania
(then called Southwest Africa and Tanganyika); and its
Asian territories, which included the Caroline, Marshall,
and Marianas islands. The following is an excerpt from
Mein Kampf in which these territories and Hitler’s goals
for German boys are mentioned.

We must clearly recognize the fact that the recov-
ery of lost territories is not won through solemn
appeals to the Lord or through pious hopes in a
League of Nations, but only by force of arms. . . .
Today 1 am guided only by the sober realization that
lost territories are not won back by sharp parliamen-
tary big-mouths and their glibness of tongue, but by a
sharp sword; in other words, by a bloody fight. . ..

The boundaries of the year 1914 mean nothing at
all for the German future.

We National Socialists must hold unflinchingly to
our own foreign policy, namely to secure for the Ger-
man people the land and soil to which they are enti-
tled on this earth . . . the soil in which someday Ger-
man generations of peasants can beget powerful sons
who will sanction the investment of the sons of today,
and will some day acquit the responsible statesmen of
blood guilt and sacrifice of the people, even if they
are persecuted by their contemporaries. State bound-
aries are made by man and changed by man. . . . The
German nation . . . must never suffer the rise of two
continental powers in Europe. Regard any attempt to
organize a second military power on the German
frontiers, even if only in the form of creating a state
capable of military strength, as an attack on Ger-
many, and in it see not only the right but also the
duty, to employ all means up to armed force to pre-
vent the rise of such a state, or, if one has already
risen, to smash it again. See to it that the strength of
our nation is founded, not on colonies, but on the soil
of our European homeland. Never regard the Reich
[German government] as secure unless for centuries
to come it can give every scion [son] of our people
his own parcel of soil. Never forget that the most
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sacred right on this earth is a man’s right to have
earth to till with his own hands, and the most sacred
sacrifice the blood that a man sheds for this earth.

Interpreting Events

1. Name four territories that Germany lost as a result
of the Treaty of Versailles.

2. How did Hitler say the lost territories were to be
won back?

Distinguishing Fact from Opinion
3. List two assumptions that Hitler makes about the
German people.

Judging Policies
4. In your own words, what was the principal objec-
tive of Hitler’s foreign policy?

§. What were Hitler’s attitude and policy toward the
League of Nations?

6. What might the league have done to stop Hitler?

7. How did the outcome of World War I set the stage
for World War I1?
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