
Thoughts on the Armenian Gencoide
From the New York Times: https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2015/04/16/teaching-
the-armenian-genocide-with-primary-sources-from-the-new-york-times/
Between 1 and 1.5 million Armenians were killed by the Turks during World War I 
along with about 678,000 Greeks and 275,000 Assyrians because they were a 
different ethnicity and largely Christian. The question of whether or not this should 
be called a genocide is an important topic in today’s politics as well.
1. Denying Denial: More than a dozen European nations, including Germany, 
prohibit the denial of the Holocaust against Jews during World War II. Some 
countries, such as Switzerland, have adopted similar laws against denying the 
Armenian genocide. Meanwhile, for years Turkey had taken the opposite path — 
making it a crime to label the Armenian massacres as a “genocide,” though since 
2008 prosecutions have stopped being a regular event. Still, the Turkish government 
continues to deny that what happened to the Ottoman Armenians constitutes genocide. The Times writes, “Even now, 
Turkish textbooks describe the Armenians as traitors, call the Armenian genocide a lie and say that the Ottoman Turks 
took ‘necessary measures’ to counter Armenian separatism.” 

•Read and take notes on the following links:
•Turks express remorse enough? Letter to the 
Editor (check in Mr. Davey’s Canvas under WW1)
•Opinion | Denying the Right to Deny (Feb. 23, 
2012) (check in Mr. Davey’s Canvas under WW1)
Group Discussion: What do you think about the 
questions below?
•A. Should governments criminalize historical 
viewpoints, no matter how prejudiced or 
unfounded those viewpoints might be? 
•B.Are there certain circumstances where these 
laws might be necessary?
•C. Does the prohibition of free speech do more 
harm than good?

2. Debating United States Policy on Armenian Genocide: Forty-three states 
have officially recognized the Armenian genocide, but the United States has refused to 
do so — fearing reprisal from Turkey, a strategic ally at the crossroads of Europe and 
the Middle East. In fact, when a House of Representatives committee voted in 2007 to 
condemn the Armenian genocide in a largely symbolic vote, Turkey reacted angrily 
(check in Mr. Davey’s Canvas under WW1) “in uncharacteristically strong 
language,” and the Bush administration vowed to try to defeat the resolution on Capitol Hill. With next week’s centennial 
anniversary, President Obama is under added pressure to label the atrocities as a “genocide” during his customary, annual 
statement April 24, even more so after the Pope’s recent decision to use the term.  But in 2019, the American House of 
Representatives, angry at the betrayal of our American Allies the Kurds and the ethnic cleansing of them finally passed a 
resolution to recognize the Armenian Genocide.
Group Discussion: 
A. Should the United States officially recognize the genocide? 
B. Should the Senate pass the bill too? 
C. Is it worth angering a strategic ally? 
D. Are government proclamations recognizing genocide significant? Do they help promote peace and correct past 

injustices?

https://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/19/world/europe/19iht-eu.4.5359640.html
https://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/free-speech_swiss-want-review-of-armenian-genocide-ruling/38137492
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/02/09/world/europe/09turkey.html
https://humanrightsturkey.org/2013/04/03/article-301-end-it-dont-amend-it/
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/17/world/europe/turkeys-century-of-denial-about-an-armenian-genocide.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/29/opinion/turks-and-armenians.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/29/opinion/turks-and-armenians.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/24/opinion/denying-the-right-to-deny.html
https://armenianweekly.com/2015/04/01/vermont-resolution/
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/10/12/world/europe/12turkey.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/17/world/europe/turkeys-century-of-denial-about-an-armenian-genocide.html


The New York Times, Oct. 10, 1915    3. Word Choice: Today Turkey does not deny that thousands of 
Armenians were killed during the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. 
Recently the Turkish president characterized those deaths and forced 
relocations as “inhumane consequences” (check in Mr. Davey’s Canvas 
under WW1) of war and chaos. Until 2004 The New York Times did 
not officially use the term “genocide” to describe what happened to the 
Armenians in 1915, instead using terms like “tragedy” or “Turkish 
massacres,” even though The Times itself reported in 1915 that “the 
Armenian people are being exterminated as a result of an absolutely 
premeditated policy elaborately pursued by the gang now in control of 
Turkey.” 

The term “genocide” denotes a systematic policy to murder a group, as opposed to a series of unfortunate events that 
happened to a people. It is a loaded word, not to be used lightly. A consensus of historians believe the events of 1915 did 
not just happen, but that instead they were a premeditated government policy of extermination and ethnic cleansing. In 
contrast, only 9 percent of Turks think their government should label the atrocities a genocide, according to an Istanbul 
research organization. 
A. Does word choice matter? 
B. B. Is it enough that the Turkish president offered his condolences to Armenians? Or, is it important to recognize 

the events of 1915 as a genocide, since that is what most historians agree  they were?      
C. We will discuss this as a barometer when you have concluded your discussion.

4. Dangers of Forgetting: Millions of Armenians around the world trace their flight from historical Western Armenia 
in the Ottoman Empire to the Armenian genocide during World War I. Many have worked hard to make sure that the 
Armenian genocide is not forgotten or erased from memory. Next week ceremonies and concerts will be held in Yerevan, 
the capital of Armenia, and Istanbul, as well as in capitals around the world to honor the dead. Students might be aware 
that Kim Kardashian, who is of Armenian descent, recently visited Armenia with her husband, Kanye West, to highlight 
the genocide.
But recognizing the Armenian genocide in Turkey has at times been either illegal (check in Mr. Davey’s Canvas under 
WW1) or dangerous. The prominent Armenian journalist Hrant Dink campaigned relentlessly for official recognition of 
the Armenian genocide in Turkey until he was shot dead by ultranationalists in Istanbul in 2007.  
A. What are the dangers of forgetting?
B. What happens when history is erased or denied?
C. Is it important for schools around the world to teach about the atrocities against Ottoman Armenians? Read the
two American textbooks on the Armenian Genocide. Grade each of them and explain why you gave them the grade
you did.
Textbook 1 http://mrdaveyspage.com/worldhistoryfiles/ww1/Textbook1Armenia.pdf
Textbook 2 http://mrdaveyspage.com/worldhistoryfiles/ww1/Textbook2Armenia.pdf
D. Remember that many students only get their 'facts' from textbooks. Are the accounts enough?
E. Is it important for Turkish textbooks to acknowledge the Armenian genocide?
F. Israel, of all countries, has of yet not recognized the genocide. https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/04/24/israels-refusal-to-
recognize-the-
armenian-genocide-is-shameful-and-immoral-netanyahu-turkey-azerbaijan-yad-vashem-tsitsernakaberd/ Why do you 
think this is the case?
5.Read the article regarding Trump's position on the Armenian Genocide. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
europe-50828179 Write either Trump or Kamala Harris and give them your opinion on whether or not the
country should officially recognize the Armenian Genocide.

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/24/world/europe/turkey-offers-condolences-to-armenians-over-killings.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2004/05/03/word-problem
https://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=9807EFDE1239E333A25754C0A9669D946496D6CF
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/17/world/europe/turkeys-century-of-denial-about-an-armenian-genocide.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/04/24/world/europe/turkey-offers-condolences-to-armenians-over-killings.html
https://www.genocidescholars.org/sites/default/files/document%09%5Bcurrent-page%3A1%5D/documents/Scholars%20Denying%20Armenian%20Genocide--.pdf
https://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/24/following-armenias-global-diaspora/
https://www.nytimes.com/2005/04/23/nyregion/23armenian.html
https://armenianow.com/genocide/61705/armenia_genocide_april_24_events_vigen_sargsyan
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/14/travel/the-kardashians-show-support-for-armenia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2007/02/09/world/europe/09turkey.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/20/world/europe/in-turkey-thousands-protest-verdict-in-journalists-murder.html


Sample Memorial: For Extra Credit: Open up photoshop and design your own virtual memorial to remember the 
Armenian genocide.


