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UNITED STATES HISTORY
The Trial of Woodrow Wilson

Was U.S. involvement in WW1 justified?


The United States' entry into WW1 made a great impact on the eventual outcome of the war.  However, after the war many questioned whether the United States was justified in entering the conflict at all.  This semester you will examine this conclusion in great detail.  To ask this question we will resurrect Woodrow Wilson and many of the key figures involved in World War 1.  Wilson's motives and the actual circumstances which led America into the conflict will be carefully examined before a modern jury to decide whether or not American entry into World War 1 was justified.


You will be asked to assume a roll as one of Wilson's contemporaries or a character in a modern day courtroom (and dress accordingly during the trial).   The following is a list of  possible roles.  Please list your first three choices in the space next to the characters and I will try  to follow your wishes.


The Charge: Woodrow Wilson showed criminal negligence in making the decision to enter the U.S. into  war resulting in the unnecessary deaths of thousands of Americans. Woodrow Wilson is thus charged with murder in the 2nd Degree.
Accused: Woodrow Wilson  President of the United States from  1913-1921. Asked Congress to declare 





war on Germany in April 1917.


________

Courtroom Players: 


   Judge








_________


   Bailiff








_________


   Jury(several members)






_________


   Defense Lawyers (2) Lead






_________





second






_________


   Paralegal - defense (Helps w/ research & organization)


_________


   Prosecution Attorneys(2) Lead





_________





second






_________


    Paralegal - prosecution (Helps w/research & organization)

_________

Witnesses:   


Prosecution:

__________William Jennings Bryan: (Wilson's first Secretary of State.- opposed to some of Wilson’s  measures prior to American entry which he felt provoked Germany.)
__________Kaiser Wilhelm (Emperor of Germany, member of Triple Alliance.  Obviously angered that Wilson entered into a war which was a European conflict)

__________J. Pierpoint Morgan (Steel Industrialist who loaned vast sums to the allies.  Make sure to research the son not the father.)




__________Emperor Charles (Second leader of Austria-Hungary during war.   Sought a separate peace  to end the war sooner but was rebuffed by Wilson)

__________Surprize witness (find out about this person late in the trial)



__________Mother of an American Soldier who died in WW1 (An angry woman who is bitter that her son was drafted and killed on the battlefields of Europe.  She blames Wilson for his death.)

Defense:
__________Robert Lansing* (Wilson's Secretary of State after Bryan. Tried to push Wilson into a strong stance against 

Germany.  Some of his writings indicate that he second guessed this policy later however.)

__________Arthur Zimmermann (Minister of Germany, personally involved with a famous letter sent to Mexico.  This 

witness does not want to help the defense and believes America should not have entered the war) 

__________Winston Churchill (Sea Lord of Great Britain during part of WW1.  He represents the entire British government in the trial and should be familiar with the actions of  the foreign secretary, Grey, the first War Prime Minister H. H. Asquith,  and  the final Prime Minister Lloyd George.  Churchill wanted America in  the war and should have specific details on the blockade)

__________Theodore Roosevelt (Ex-American president who nearly took America into combat with Germany years 

earlier.  Believes that Wilson was too hesitant in entering the conflict.  America should have gone to war sooner he would argue.)
__________Colonel House
(Primary aid of Wilson's went on peace missions.  He had definite views on American involvement in the war.)

__________Lusitania survivor whose daughter died in WW1 (Obviously angry at the Germans that her daughter was killed on the vessel)


The Trial will last about 70minutes and the jury will return their verdict at its completion  (by a majority decision)

Trial Written Responsibilities:

Jury/Judge/Bailiff:


Will weigh the evidence and type a three-four page paper after the trial to collect the evidence and explain their guilty or innocent stance using the evidence presented during the trial and logic.   The jury is also responsible for turning in detailed notes (the judge and bailiff will be allowed to look at the notes of an assigned “court reporter.”

Attorneys 


Will turn in their mounds of evidence that they researched (copies and notes) for the trial and questions they prepared for the witnesses and defendant.   This is due at the completion of the trial.

Witnesses/Accused


The characters will write a two page biography on their characters (due on the first trial day) and explain what they feel is the most important attribute and accomplishment of their character regarding the case.   The papers must have a bibliography in Social Studies (Historical) format and state where the sources were researched.
GRADING: This will account for a significant portion of your project/participation grade this semester and will provide a great opportunity to “catch up” or solidify your grades.  Grading will be broken down as follows:

Witnesses



Dress for Trial








20% 



Behaving as the historical Character would have on the stand

10% 



Knowledge of your character on the stand




30%



Written Preparation







40%

Judge/Bailiff



Following/Knowing  Trial Procedure Smoothly



20%



Controlling the Courtroom






20%



Appropriate attire for trial






10%



Final Paper








50%

Jury 



Appropriate Attire







05%



Notes taken/Trial Behavior






35%



Final Paper








60%

Lawyers



Appropriate Attire for Trial






10%



Preparation for trial/notes etc.






30%



Trial Effectiveness of Questions/Cross examination



60%

