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Understanding Globalization through a T-Shirt
“Planet Money Makes a T-shirt” –a video that shows how t-shirts are made from growing the cotton to the finished product. Click on the link below and answer the questions as you watch the videos and read the text.
http://apps.npr.org/tshirt/#/title 
Segment Cotton: Questions:

What kinds of natural resources are involved? 
What kinds of capital resources are involved?
What kinds of human resources are involved?
Do you think more or fewer workers would have been involved in raising cotton in the past? Why?
What country exports more cotton than any other country in the world? __________
How many t-shirts could be produced from the cotton on just that one farm? _________
Why is it so productive?
What has happened to the productivity in cotton farming since 1950?
Segment —Machines—Questions: 
Were you surprised by the many different kinds of machines (capital) were involved in making a t-shirt?  
How do these machines affect the time it takes to turn cotton into yarn and yarn into fabric and fabric into shirts?  Can you imagine how long it would take using a spinning wheel?
When things are produced faster, how does that affect the cost of production and the price of the final product? 
How were these machines developed?
What incentive did the inventors have?

Segment People—Questions:
Why do countries like Bangladesh have a comparative advantage in making garments? 
How many people work in the industry?_______ Why?
*Note we will discuss the collapse of the building in Bangladesh later that killed _________ people.
How did the rate of pay and standard of living for workers in Bangladesh compare to that of textile workers in Columbia?
Doris makes _______ more than a worker in Bangladesh.
Doris in Columbia is an entrepreneur on the side; what does she do? 
In the reading, what incident in the USA was much like the building collapse in Bangladesh?    
What was the result?
Segment Boxes—Questions:
When did containers come into shipping? 
How did shipping containers come about? 
Who invented them?_______________________
Why are they important? 
Who opposed shipping containers and why?
Why is it important to keep shipping costs down? 

