Name_____________________   

Period:_____
MASS MEDIA: “THE FOURTH BRANCH OF GOVERNMENT”

The Media’s role: The first role of the media is that of the Signaler, which is to alert the public to important developments they think should be on people’s minds right after they happen. They are supposed to help tell us what to think about (e.g 1989 Exxon Valdez turned the nation topic onto environmentalism.) and set the agenda for our nation. To what extent is our news still completing this task?  Watch a national newscast on CBS, ABC, NBC Do NOT use any other network.
1. What broadcast did you watch ____________________ and who was the news anchor?______________

2.  List the stories in the order presented. How many minutes were given to each topic?  
                     TOPIC                                       






MINUTES  
1 ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________
2 ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________
3 ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________
4 ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________
5 ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________
6 ___________________________________________________________ ___________________________
3.  Pick a story that interests you the most and describe the beginning, middle and end of the story.  

4.  How much background or history is in the report? 
5.  In your opinion, are sufficient facts or statistics used in the story? If so, what are they?  
6.   When discussing politicians do they let the politicians speak for themselves in a news clip or just paraphrase what they say?  If they let them speak how long do they let them use their own words?

7.  Is the news portrayed from a certain perspective?  Give specific examples of bias or inaccuracies you detected.  After watching the newscast what is your impression of the strengths and weaknesses of the nightly news.  Explain on the back. 

